
Summer Reading Assignment for 

Incoming Chandler High School Honors’ English Freshmen 

 

 
 

In order to prepare for the rigor of the English honors’ program at Chandler High School, 

you will read the novel Anthem by Ayn Rand over the summer break. 

 

Upon returning to school, you will be required to complete an essay on Anthem by 

responding to one of the following prompts: 

 

1) Aside from very rare exceptions (Equality, the Saint at the Pyre) there is literally no 

opposition to the leaders in this society.  Why is this?  What ideas must the average 

man have accepted to live a life of obedience, drudgery, and fear?  

2) Prometheus writes: “The secrets of this earth are not for all men to see, but only for 

those who will seek them.” (Chapter 3) Why does he think that the secrets of this 

earth are not for all men to see? If he thinks this, why does he decide to show his 

glass box to the World Council of Scholars? How do these issues relate to the theme 

of the novel? 

3) For each of the following quotations from Anthem, explain in a single, unified essay 

the quotation’s meaning in the story and its wider significance. 

a) “We alone, of the thousands who walk this earth, we alone in this hour are 

doing a work which has no purpose save that we wish to do it.”  (Chapter 1) 

b) “Are we proud of this thread of metal, or of our hands which made it, or is 

there a line to divide these two?”  (Chapter 5) 

 c) “Only the glass box in our arms is like a living heart that gives us strength.”  

(Chapter 7) 

 

 

Remember, that this assignment will be due at the beginning of the 3
rd

 week of school. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Amy Komitzky, Chandler High’s English 

Level Lead for English Honors 9, at 812-7700 ext. 7753. 



 

 


